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We ended 1999 with another Christmas Kamp at Dunfield House, and it was by common opinion one of the best yet. We had a very strong contingent of very able and enthusiastic volunteers who really entered into the spirit of Christmas, a lovely group of children and to top it all lots and lots of real snow! The night before the children arrived there was a heavy fall, and’ although this made it a bit more difficult to collect the children, it meant that it was a bright and crisp day, and Dunfield was covered in fairy whiteness when they arrived.

[image: image2.wmf]So the traditional walk was across snow covered hills and fields, and although there were some wet little (and not so little) feet it was all very invigorating and just the odd snowball or two got thrown! 

Santa came to see the children this year as always, but because of the snow he was able to arrive on his sleigh pulled up the drive by his two little helpers (Rudolph and his team were resting down by the gates). The two Elves were economy size measuring around 6ft 4 inches high and weighing in at about 15 stones, but they looked very sweet in their shorts and tights with their pixie hats and red noses. The children were entranced as Santa spoke to each of them and gave them their gifts. It was a magical highlight for everyone.

We were disappointed to hear early this year that the Barton Training Trust who had worked with us on all of the first 4 Kamps no longer felt able to continue. We reviewed the situation and decided that because the Kamps had been so well received by the schools and the parents and benefit the children we would try to continue to run them directly ourselves. A Christmas Kamp was not possible this year as the school term ends too close to Christmas, but we have committed to run an Easter Kamp at Dunfield 9-13 April 2001. This, our first independent Kamp, will be staffed entirely by volunteers.

[image: image3.wmf]This has been a busy year in Kenya. The football pitch, which has been laid at St Elizabeth’s School in the Nairobi Mukuru slums, was completed and an inaugural competition was arranged to play for the Mukuru Kerrigan Challenge Cup. Malcolm and Margaret attended the final as guests of honour and presented the trophy and medals, along with a full set of strips for the 4 school teams that played the tournament. An estimated 2500 children walked to see the match and afterwards gave a joyful impromptu tribal dance on the pitch – a moment of happiness to cherish! The school children have helped to plant 250 trees around the field to create a real area of tranquillity and green in an otherwise barren area of slums. Malcolm and Margaret also visited Barclays Bank who pledged to fund a similar project at an adjacent school in Rubens. Volunteers

from the Bank already run very popular coaching sessions at the St Elizabeth’s pitch.

We have continued to fund safaris for Kenyan children organised by the African Fund for Endangered Wildlife (AFEW), and while at the Giraffe Centre Malcolm and Margaret originated a new scheme for children from the Mukuru slums to be bussed to the Centre, the Nairobi National Park, and the David Sheldrick Orphanage for elephants. The children have a fun day out with lunch and have a unique opprtunity to learn about their wildlife heritage. The scheme proved so popular and so successful that it has been extended on the basis of donations made by visitors to the Giraffe Centre, and 1000 children have already benefitted.

[image: image4.wmf]Malcolm and Margaret met with Dr Daphne Sheldrick at the Orphanage, where there were a record 12 baby elephants, due to the drought and increased poaching (plus a rhino, two zebras, and an ostrich), and, learning of the need for a team of keepers on 24 hour – 7 day coverage, agreed to pay the cost of one full time keeper per year. If anyone is visiting Nairobi a visit to the orphanage is a must!

For one day of their visit Malcolm and Margaret met for the first time John and Jamleck the two Waves scholars at the Starehe School. After a nervous start for all it proved to be a very happy day with visits into the Nairobi National Park, where John and Jamleck showed some natural ability with the cameras loaned to them, and the Giraffe Centre, where feeding the giraffes brought great pleasure and laughter.

The trip to Kenya was memorable and informative and well worth the effort, showing the essential value of face to face meetings.

This year has seen some new ventures into fund raising. The major undertaking has been the purchase of a Golden Bond for the Flora London Marathon, which gives us 5 places for each of the five years 2001-2005. Our runners target to raise a minimum of £500 sponsorship each for Waves. The team for 2001 is in place including one of Kerrigan’s friends and a former colleague from a vacation job. The numbers of the Waves runners are 15049 Graham, 15050 Kath, 15051 Jane, 15052 Brian and 15053 Allan, so look out for them on the day, Sunday 22nd April 2001, and give them a cheer and of course a ”wave”. So if anyone has aspired to run the Marathon think about years 2002-2005 and register your interest with us.

Our Golden Bond for the marathon gives us two grandstand seats at the finish of the race and we are offering them to the highest bidder. So if you want to be there to see the Waves team storm home this is your chance. Send your bid for the seats to us and we will allocate the seats to the highest bid received before 31st January 2001. Place your bids NOW!

Over time a number of you have given us items to sell to raise funds and this year we have been to 2 car boot sales at St Marks Hospital in Maidenhead where the entry fee is used in support of the hospital. Both occasions were very successful and proved enjoyable experiences, although getting up at 06.00 on a Sunday to set up shop before 08.00 is not a favourite past-time. Frankly it is amazing just how many people are there buying even when you arrive. So those of you with frustrated retail skills and the urge to do a bit of totting are welcome to join us and do a Del-Boy or Rodney – next opportunity is February. You can volunteer for the late shift if necessary! If you have books or china especially it would be welcome.

[image: image5.wmf]Webb Ivory Christmas catalogues have again been well supported, with 25% of the sales value being donated to Waves. The new relaxed rules on charitable donations are already boosting our revenue. Waves can now reclaim 28p for every £1 donated by a UK taxpayer. All that is required is the donor’s consent. We are also now registered for receiving donations via the Give-As-You-Earn scheme direct from gross salary and currently an extra 10% is added by the government. We would like to thank those of you who have decided to support us in this way.

On Saturday 1st July we held a picnic barbecue on the beach at Hove to celebrate Kerrigan’s birthday. A small but select band of adults and children enjoyed a relaxed and sunny day at the seaside – even some swimming. We are going to do it again next year, on 30th June, so make a note in your diary and nearer the time contact us for full details. Be there or be square!

So another year draws to a close. Our next big event is the Dunfield Kamp at Easter and if you would like to be involved in any way there is still every opportunity to do so. Give us a call and we can talk to you about it.

A big thank you to everybody in Kenya and in the UK who have given their time, energy and support to ensure that Waves projects are successful and benefit so many children (and elephants!) – thank you for helping us continue to “make waves”!
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We wish you a very Happy Christmas and a rewarding Year 2001. 
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So that we can keep our mailing list up to date, please let us know if you change address or have an email address we can use. Please inform us if you no longer wish to receive Waves information.








[image: image10.png]


[image: image11.png]


_972294627

_972294628

