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The Mukuru secondary education scheme has now really taken off with a substantial boost from funds collected by the Pisstwits. As we said last year the additional funding came from their Alternative London Marathon, an epic “run” embracing 64 pubs on the Flora London Marathon route, and proceeds of the book “The East African Pisstwit, its evolution and behaviour”. 




So Waves is now supporting 7 boys and 4 girls from Mukuru primary schools through secondary education. A tertiary education sponsorship scheme (a new undertaking for Waves) starts in 2006, when the two eldest, Kelvin and Geoffrey, who have completed secondary education, begin courses to qualify as Certified Public Accountants (CPA).
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The annual Mukuru Kerrigan Challenge Cup Finals for Boys and Girls were played on the Waves 3rd football pitch, at Bakhita School, on 15th July.  All the players received T- shirts with Kerrigan Tournament 2005 printed on the front, with Waves baseball caps for the winning teams. St Catherine’s won both the boys and the girls cups in great style.
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Bakhita school (1,000 pupils) shares its site with the children’s home (120 children), so that the number of children using the field is maximised. Local groups also use the field out of school hours so it is a real benefit to the community. We provided new iron goal posts and funded essential improvement of the track to the site to make access easier.
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There are now 4 “Waves Scholars” from Starehe in Nairobi, 2 at University and 2 at the School. John is in his third year studying Electrical and Electronic Engineering at Jomo Kenyatta University, while Jamleck in his second year is reading Commerce at Kenyatta, and taking the CPA in his spare time (by borrowing books and notes from other students). Dennis is a prefect in his final year at Starehe, and is mentoring Peter who joined the school in Jan 2005. We are waiting to hear from Dennis about his aspirations for tertiary education. He is keen on French and hopes to take a course to improve his language skills, but we feel that his thoughts about university at Harvard or Oxford may be a tad optimistic!

The Ecology Trip scheme at AFEW to sponsor and to organise trips for children from the deprived areas continues to thrive, with over 600 children per year from Mukuru and Ruben taking part. 
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Waves sponsored 4 of the winning students from the 2005 Safari Art Competition to go on the AFEW educational safari and supplied wildlife books as prizes for the best boy and girl on safari.
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The AFEW workshops to show teachers from all over Kenya the best ways to teach environmental science, fostering and encouraging the spread of knowledge amongst children about care of their environment, are a major success. On completion of their 3 days’ training teachers run projects with their children to demonstrate what they have learned, with funding for the projects in poorer schools provided by Waves. You can see some of the projects undertaken by visiting our website.
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You may recall that in our Christmas Newsletter last year we reported that at the Nairobi elephant orphanage we renewed our acquaintance with Makosa, a rhino who was a tiny baby when we last saw him in 2000. He now weighed several tons and lived in the wild, but still came back to visit from time to time. It is with a great deal of sadness that we report that both Makosa and Patrick Dokata, one of the keepers, have died in a tragic incident in the Nairobi National Park. A full account of what happened can be read via our website. Waves recently donated £500 towards keeper costs and £1000 for 8 trips to the Tsavo National Park for 240 village school children.
We are extremely sorry too to have to relate two further sad events in Kenya. Dr Geoffrey Griffin, the Founder and Director of Starehe finally succumbed in June to the cancer he had been suffering. He was much respected and admired and was a man of vision, integrity, determination and of great kindness. We met him each time we went to Kenya and we were very touched last year that he gave us his time when he was so clearly very unwell. And in October his natural successor, Yusuf King’ala, who gave us great help in understanding and negotiating the Kenyan University Entrance system, also sadly died. Starehe, and all of us, will miss them.

All our activities are currently focussed on Kenya. Although the Kerrigan Kamps in the UK were tremendously successful due to the commitment and enthusiasm of the adult volunteers we have reluctantly decided that there will be no more. With difficulties in finding experienced Kamp volunteers, and the extensive bureaucracy now around activities with young children, we feel that the money available can be used to much greater effect in Kenya. We will however remain alert and open to ideas in the UK, so please let us know if you have suggestions for worthy projects as an alternative.
This year we held our picnic and barbeque on Saturday 2nd July, but because of anticipated possible numbers we decided to limit attendance to family and friends who knew Kerrigan. Now that we think we have overcome the “bald lawn” syndrome at Beaconsfield we are contemplating a garden party for all Waves supporters there next summer. We’ll let you know dates in due course. This year the weather was kind for the Hove event, cooking went according to plan with Jon masterminding the BBQ, and the usual “intrepids” ventured into the sea. A lovely time was had by all!
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We had 6 Waves runners in the 2005 London Marathon - Polly, Zoe, Jenny, Nick S, Nick G & Kimberley raised an excellent total of £9,143, inclusive of gift aid. We used the De Vere Cavendish Hotel for after race refreshments, relaxation and showers, where the hotel generously provides the facilities at a token rate. Our team for 2006 includes Tim, Andy, Sunil, Tara and Jonathan. For the first time this year we have arranged that the runners can collect sponsorship on line via their own web page. You can find the link from the Waves site, so if you want to sponsor a runner this is one way to do it. Why not come along on April 23rd and support the team? We’ll be somewhere around the 9 mile mark at Canada Water initially before we head back to the finish / hotel.
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The 2005 Hydro Active Women’s Challenge, in Hyde Park on 4th September, raised £1000. Margaret and her team of Sue, Margaret G, Christine, Kate, Rachel, Emma, Julie, and Sally made good time round the course. Afterwards the team and their supporters enjoyed a picnic in the park, enjoying the sunshine we seem to have been blessed with for this event.

The proceeds from the sale of Grant Foundation wristbands through the

Entertainer toyshop chain were shared by four charities, one of which is Waves. We received £1183, and we are very grateful for this unexpected addition to our funds.

Our income for the year ending July was £18,805, and our expenditure was £19,818. We spent 98% of all income on direct charitable projects. We are able to cover our running costs from Bank Interest and Tax Refunds so in fact 100% of all donations made and fund raising income went direct to charitable projects. Not many charities can claim that.


The Waves website www.wavestrust.org.uk continues to be visited by a lot of people – we hope that you are amongst them? Trevor Sykes continues to do all the hard work of keeping the site up to date and coping with the demands we put upon him – a wonderful contribution to our success.  

We made some significant updates in late November so if you haven’t been to the site recently please have a look and let us have your comments. We can now take on line donations from anywhere in the world.

As always, our very big thank you to everybody in Kenya and in the UK who continue to give their donations of time and money, energy and support to Waves projects – we could not do any of this without you - thank you for helping us continue to “make Waves”!

We wish you a very Happy Christmas and a fulfilling Year 2006. 

� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








The Hydro 


Active Team





So that we can keep our mailing list up to date, please let us know if you change address or have an email address we can use. Please inform us if you no longer wish to receive Waves information.
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Boys Winners – St Catherines
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